May 31, 2011

CCEC Board Members:

Since the board terms officially end on June 30th and a new board should be elected tonight, I felt a few words might be appropriate at this time. It has given me great joy, pleasure and personal satisfaction to serve as the CCEC board President for the past 7 years. I’m pleased to have been in a position where I could devote the time and effort to keep pace with County activities, attend the various meetings and speak out on behalf of the board for what’s best for Chatham.
We’ve worked through both the good and bad times and overall I feel we have been effective in informing the people about county situations, improving environmental protections, educating the citizens on the governmental process itself, advocating for what’s best for the county, and in general empowering the citizens of Chatham to improve their world and quality of life.

From a small group of 4 people, who were upset about just one issue, i.e., the massive Briar Chapel development, it has been my joy to see CCEC grow into a credible and very professional organization that is respected throughout most of the county. We’ve been able to point out the fallacies of inappropriate actions both to governmental officials and to developers, keep our supporters informed, advise individual property owners on how best to deal with development matters, provide guidance to various individuals, and in general we have provide a needed citizen’s voice. We’ve helped to educate citizens about the inner workings of the governmental process itself. We’ve still been able to maintain a good working relationship with the county throughout various administrations. We have joined effective forces with other concerned and caring groups, established a professional relationship with experts in various fields and yet maintained our individuality.

I do plan to remain on the board, although necessity places me more in a background position. However, I should be available to continue to maintain our outside contacts, provide background information and guidance whenever needed, so I plan to remain as active in CCEC as I possibly can.

Most of all, it has been a pleasure to work with such talented and energetic people on the board. You are intelligent, knowledgeable and care deeply about Chatham County.  Please keep up the good work. There is so much more to be done, especially now, but with your talents, caring attitude and abilities, I feel I’m am leaving the presidency in very good and capable hands.

 

Love,

Lo
